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We have talked about pirates in the past, the fact that pirates are not only still around, but they seem to be on the upswing. There is a lot of pirate activity going on that we never hear about. So much so, that the U.S. Navy has been involved many times. Piracy off of the coast of Somalia and Nigeria is said to have increased this year. We all know that extreme poverty leads people to take desperate measures and this area of the world is extremely poor. This fact has to have an effect on the amount of piracy, because people who are very poor are willing to take greater chances. The U.S. Navy admits that just last week, which is probably about three or four weeks ago by the time this article reaches publication, it sank 2 skiffs that were being used by pirates. I guess a skiff doesn't hold up too well under cannon fire. There was a time when piracy actually abated for a while. That was when the Islamic Council took over Somalia. When they did, they immediately cracked down on piracy. They even went so far as to storm a United Arab Emirates registered ship that had pirates on board. A gun battle ensued in which many of the pirates were wounded, but none of the ship's crew. Ethiopian forces overthrew the Islamic militants and the Pirates resumed business as usual.

I don't know how many of you have read about the pirate incident off the coast of Somalia, where pirates and North Koreans fought it out? That was a recent event. The destroyer USS James E. Williams came to the aid of the North Korean sailors who had taken back control of the ship. We assisted by taking care of the wounded and bringing them to the James E. Williams for medical treatment after which they were returned to their own vessel. The Pirates remained in captivity on the North Korean ship. When the US was asked about the frequency of pirate attacks, the answer was that pirate attacks are not rare. I think we can interpret this statement to mean that there are far too many of them. The North Koreans had killed one pirate and wounded three others, while suffering three wounded sailors. Here is what we are told took place. We received a tip that a hijacked ship was in the area of the destroyer. A helicopter was dispatched that flew over the hijacked ship and demanded that the pirates give up their weapons. At that point the crew of the North Korean ship, called the Dai Hong Dan, made their move and overwhelmed the Pirates.

How did the Pirates get onto the North Korean ship in the first place? Did they use the traditional method of sailing up alongside, boarding the ship and then taking it over? No they didn't even have a ship. They used a much more modern method and a very sneaky one at that. What the Pirates did was hire themselves out as security guards on the ship, wait for it to sail and then take it over. It may not have been as dramatic as methods used by pirates in the past, but it worked just as well. They did gain control of the ship and who knows, maybe if they had more men they would have been successful? So far this year there have been 26 attacks on ships in Somali waters. Last year there were eight. This seems to indicate that while attacks jumped 14% worldwide, they have risen over 300% in this area. I would suspect that this is not a good area for those passenger liners to go into. Did you know that some of them now carry a type of sound Cannon? It can be aimed and shot at attacking pirates and supposedly the sound that comes out of it is so devastating that pirates have to turn back or have their eardrums ruptured.

There is actually a satellite map that lists areas where pirate attacks take place. It lists actual attacks and attempted attacks. In 2007 the most dangerous areas in the world were: Indonesia, Somalia, Nigeria, Bangladesh and Tanzania. The list is in order of severity. Notice that Somalia is not even number one on the list. In 2007 we have had pirate attacks off the coast of Florida and Cuba, along the top of South America, along the western coast of Africa and also the eastern coast, near the Arab states and near the southern tip of China, just to mention a few areas. The United States has been relatively free of piracy in its waters, along with Russia. There are a lot of pirate attacks between Indonesia and Thailand. Australia and New Zealand seem to be free of the menace. The hot spot in our hemisphere is the coast of Venezuela, but even this does not compare to some areas and the rest of the world. Most of the attacks in Venezuelan waters were carried out upon fishing vessels and I believe one container ship, but I could be wrong. I guess a good load of fish could bring quite a price, but it makes you wonder how far could the Pirates go to get rid of the fish and still keep them fresh. I asked this question, because I think that if they would have shown up in that boat with a load of fish at the local port, they wouldn't have lasted very long. I am not talking about the fish here, I am talking about the Pirates. to see the map of pirate attacks for 2007 just *copy and paste this link into your browser's address bar, http://www.icc-ccs.org/extra/display.php

It is a very strange thing, I told you that pirate attacks are up and yet one website states that pirate attacks are sharply down for the year. Well obviously we have different sets of data that have been used. When things like this happen I just have to wonder how different organizations can get such contrasting figures? When you look at the pirate attack map and see all those attacks, you just have to wonder how they could have gone down? Could it be that only successful attacks are being counted by this organization? My figures include successful and unsuccessful attacks. I always thought that an attack was an attack, could I be wrong on this viewpoint? There are so many pirate attacks off the coast of Somalia that the UN has had to halt aid to that country. This sure doesn't sound like the attacks are lessening to me. The final straw was when a United Nations ship from the world food program was attacked by two speedboats loaded with armed men. It was just lucky that the ship was able to get away. MSNBC is also running a story that says that pirate attacks are up 14% worldwide.

Even though the waters off of Japan seem to be safe from pirate attack, two Japanese ships were attacked in February of this year. The ships were Whalers. Was the attack by Pirates? I guess it depends on how you define that word. The attackers called themselves anti-whaling activists, but they still attacked the ships. You can categorize this attack anyway that you would like. I do admit however that this was a strange attack. Many of the attackers were armed with nail guns which they used to cover drainage ports on the whalers by nailing covers over them. They also threw, what they called, butter acid on the decks of the ships. Needless to say the captains of the whaling ships were none too happy and tried to move their ships away.

In May of this year, Pirates got away with a United Arab Emirates ship and they brazenly unloaded some of the cargo in Hobyo, a Somali Harbor city. They then took the ship to an unknown destination. You just have to wonder how in this modern day and age, we were not able to track it? This just doesn't seem possible. With all the satellites we have up there constantly taking pictures, it would seem like child's play to me, to track any ship anywhere in the world. The ship was a 1000 ton vessel that had a 14 member crew. It was owned by a company in Dubai. Over 90% of all cargo vessels operating in Somali territorial waters are charted from Dubai ports. Five of these vessels have been hijacked in just the past two months. I would like to know what is going to happen when some day a ship carrying nuclear waste is hijacked? It seems to me that it is now time to eliminate all of these pirates and I can't understand why companies haven't banded together and hired some private companies to wipe them out. I do understand that sometimes they sneak aboard ships, but this is why you need professional security on the ships. As far as attacks at sea, I am sure that there have to be companies that have gun boats that can protect the ships. Maybe even a small submarine would do the trick, it wouldn't have to be anything fancy, just something capable of launching a torpedo or two at an incoming speedboat.

The piracy issue is closely tied with the terrorist issue. Doing away with piracy would not only help the companies that are the victims of this piracy, but would also make it safer for the tourists that travel by ship.
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