Who Is Hamid Karzai And Why Does He Seem To Be Angry With Us?

By

Kenneth J. McCormick Webmaster http://aboutfacts.net
[image: image1.jpg]




Hamid Karzai, President Of Afghanistan On Left
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Who is Hamid Karzai? Oh we know that he is the President of Afghanistan, but who is he and what does he stand for? I think that if you went down the street and asked 10 Americans who was the president of Afghanistan, no more than possibly 3 or 4 would know the answer. Karzai is not the most famous person on the planet, being president of a small country that is mostly covered with very rough terrain including mountains. He is a sort of mysterious figure to most of us. But is he really that hard to understand? If we look into the man's lineage we find that he comes from probably one of the most famous families in all of Afghanistan. His family was involved in politics going back to the early 20th century and many of them held positions in the government. He opened his records to the public a few years ago and it showed that he was making approximately $525 a month and had less than $20,000 in the bank, so I don't think that anybody could say that he was in it for the money, unless he is really really good at hiding that fact.

He made the news recently when he said that Iran was giving him money and that the United States was giving him bags of money. When he was asked if the United States really gave him bags of money, he said quite seriously yes they gave me bags of money. He said, the money is quite legal and is used to run the government and it has all been declared and is all above board and he also said that other countries contributed money for the same cause. One has to realize that Afghanistan is an extremely poor country and while their economy is slowly growing, they still do not have enough money to run the country properly. Afghanistan has been accused of being a haven for Al-Qaeda and the Taliban, but Karzai was dedicated to driving them out of his country. In the beginning he thought that the Taliban might bring order to Afghanistan, and he supported them. He quickly changed his mind however and dropped his support, even though he said that there was still a lot of good people in the Taliban.

In 1999 his father was assassinated and it is believed that this was Taliban retribution. When the US supported the Taliban taking control of Afghanistan, he was very unhappy. Yes it is true just as we supported Castro in the beginning, we supported the Taliban, but it didn't last too long. Karzai was very angry when we supported them and claimed that Al-Qaeda was working with the Taliban. He wanted all foreign terrorist forces out of his country, and who could blame him. He still believes that Afghanistan has been the biggest victim of terrorism in the world. The reason he believes this is that terrorists often come across the border killing civilians and leaving. Sometimes it is very hard to understand the motives of someone who comes from a different part of the world and this is also true in Karzai's case. He was asked years ago by the United States to let us spray and destroy the poppy crop and he refused. Some say the reason for his refusal was the fact that his countrymen are so extremely poor, that destroying the poppy crop could cause some of them to starve to death.
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Mujahideen
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When the Soviets invaded Afghanistan, Karzai was one of the main links between the CIA and the Afghan forces. The CIA played a big part in financing the war and getting weapons into the hands of the Mujahideen, the fighters that were opposing the Soviet forces. The fact is that the Mujahideen believed that they could win the war, but not many others believed this except for some of their countrymen, U.S. Representative Charles Wilson and Karzai. All it took was some sophisticated weapons and the Russians were finished. It was a combination of weapons and mountainous terrain, the same terrain that had done in invading armies for thousands of years and the invading forces were finished. Once the Soviets had been defeated, the respect by the Afghans for the United States knew no bounds, but unfortunately this was not to last. In a country where there is not much to be gained by winning a war, war never seems to stop. It is almost like Afghanistan is being punished for some prior sin.
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Karzai has asked the United States repeatedly to be more careful with our attacks. He has also asked the same of NATO forces. If you are wondering why he has done this, the answer is simple. Many Afghans are dying, because they are being killed by what is known as friendly fire. Oh it might not be coming from troops directly, but sometimes it does, more than not thought it could be a missile aimed at a so-called Al-Qaeda hideout that not only takes out the building but also surrounding buildings killing many innocent people. As a matter of fact, in one raid it was said that 50 innocent civilians were killed in such a way, can you blame Karzai for getting angry at the United States? On top of this it seems that somehow we are picking up false information, probably planted by Al-Qaeda, and acting on it. For example we may blow up a house and instead of it containing Al-Qaeda operatives, it is the home of some poor family that has absolutely nothing to do with the war. You have to wonder how we can fall for such things that serve Al-Qaeda so well? When oil contracts were given out by the Karzai government, they were not given to US companies but to foreign companies. I am sure this was done so that Karzai could show his displeasure for all of the civilian deaths.

Karzai himself is no stranger to friendly fire, as he was caught in it and rushed to a hospital in the United States. He still suffers nerve damage in his face. I'm sure he wasn't too happy when a US convoy that was protected by security offices got into a traffic accident and then fired on protesters killing at least one and wounding several. When Afghan police came to the protection of the convoy they also fired into the crowd and this caused several days of huge protests in the capital. These protests certainly didn't escape Karzai's attention. Karzai has changed his view on poppy production stating that he would do away with the poppy crops and offered to hold talks with all the militant fighters in this country. He even wants to talk to his old enemies the Taliban to try and reach an end to all the fighting that has ravaged his country.

This is who Karzai is. He seems to have a dream of peace in Afghanistan, which he may or may not achieve, but it seems that he is trying. When somebody is even willing to meet with the group that may have killed their father, for the sake of his country, then you have to figure that he is doing all that he can. Yes, he is very angry at us for all the civilian deaths and the way private American security forces have acted in his country, but hopefully we will get this under control and eventually be able to leave Afghanistan to its people. As far as I am concerned the day cannot come fast enough. One last thing that I would like to mention is the fact that many in his family emigrated to the United States and own successful restaurants, but he decided to stay in Afghanistan to try and help his people. 
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